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T&TEC recommeands performing a
HOME ELECTRICAL SAFETY CHECK
avary & months.
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[ chedk each light inthe mom,

In ALL Rooms

-1

Check Lights

foctura? use 25 wattbulbs.

Chedk 3-Prong Adapters

Are properly grounded NO: Always connect the grounding
3-prong adapters used to wire or metal tab on the adapter to
attach power cords with the center screw on the outlet cover.
3-prong plugs to older

2-prong outlets?

NO: Replace the bulb with the correct
induding lamps and cailing wattage bulb. f you aren’t sure, us=a
fectures. |s each bulb the bulb- 60 watts or less. For unmarked
appropriate wattage for its ceiling factures with miniature bulbs,

A bulb thatis a higher wattage than
recommended may overheat the light feciure,
wiring ornearby combustible materials,
leading to a fire.

Thegrounding feature provided by a
3-prong adapter for a 2-prong outiet & a
safety feature designed o lessen the risk of
fire ar shock in case of an appliance fult.
NEVER defeat the adapter’s grounding
feature or break the ground pin from a
3prong plug.

Check Fuse Box (No fuse box? Check your Gircuit Breaker Box.)

Are fuses the comect size for NC: Install the cormred: size. Ifcomect

the drauit? size is unknown, have an electrician
identify and label the size to be used.

1}
Chedk Circuit Breaker Box
If Ground Fault Circuit MOk Test GFOs monthly.
Interupter [(GFCI) To test: Push the test button. The
breakers are installed, are breaker handle should go to the
they tested periodically? middle or off position.
(NotezThese are similar to Toreset: Move the breaker handle to

the GFCls used in outlets.) the off position and then to the on

position.

A defective GFCI drouit breaker should
be replaced by a qualified electridan.

The wrong size fuse con allow too much
aurrent to flow and cause the wiring to
owerheat, creating a fire hazod.

GFCls must be openating properly to protect
againstelectrocution. They can fail without
showing any sign of failure, so regular
testing may save yourlile. Byinstalling
GFCls, youare reducing yourrisk ofelectric
shock



Check Electrical Cords (including those on lamps and extension cords) and
Entertainment Equipment (TVs, DVD players, computers, etc.)

Is any cord frayed, cracked, or
otharwise damaged?

Is any cord placed whera it
miight be stepped onf?

Is any piece of furniture or rug
resting on an electrical cord?

Is amy cord tightly wrapped
around any object?

Are cords attached to amything
(wall, baseboard, etc) with nalls
orwire staples?

Are all extensions cords
squipped with safety covers on
the unused outlets?

|s amy extension cord being used
on 3 permanent basis]

Is all the entertainment
equipment placed so thatalrcan
frealy droulate around it?

Is all the equipmentin a dry
location, free of any sourca of
water, including rain, leaks, and
spills?

YES5: Replace all damaged
cords or replace equipmant.

YES: Move all cords so they are
out of the path of foot traffic.

YES Move cords or furnitura
50 cords are not covered,

YES: Unwrap cords.

YES: Ramowve any nails and/ar
staples and replace damaged
cords.

NO: Use safety covers that fill
the shots of every unused outlet.

YES: Have new outlets installed
whera needed, or move
appliance closerto an outlat.

NO: Move eguipment so it has
room to ‘breathe” Avoid
enchosing equipmentin a
cabinet without proper openings
and do not store papers around
equipment.

NO: Relocate equipment away
from water source such as plants
and agquariums.

Damaged cords may have
exposed live wires that con be
shodk and fire hazands.

Cords placed in the path of traffic
are tripping hazavds. Cords can be

damaged when stepped on,
creating a fire or shock hazard.

Heavyweights or traffic can
damage cords, crushing inswlation
or breaking wire strands, creating
afire or shook hazard.

Wrapped cords trap heat that normatfy
escapes loose cords, which con lead to
melting or wegkening of insulation.

Nails and staples con teor or crush the
insulation or cut the wires insids,
presenting a fire or shock hazard

Chifdren can be shocked or seniously
bunmed when they play with uwncovered
outfets.

Extension cords dre not assafe as
permanent house wiring. instaled
Wilring can ooy move cvrent and is
protected from acddental damage
that could couse shock or fire.

Blocking air flow to equipment can
causs overheating and apossible fire
hazord. (Refer to the owner’s manual
for guidance)

Mixing electricity and water can resuit
in a s=rious shock or fire hazord.



Check Electrical Outlets and Switches

[J M children are present, do all
unused outlets have safety
covers?

[J Areall cutlets and switches
working property?

[ Areall outlets and switches coal

to the touch?

O Do allelectrical plugs fit snuglhy
into all outlets?

[0 Doall outlets have faceplates
covering all wiring?

NO= Purchase safety covers for
all unused outlets.

NO= Have an electridan check
the outlets and switches.

NC: Malke sure appliances ane
not overloading the outlet. Stop
wsing them until an electridan
checks the problem.

Nk Have the outlet replaced.

NGk Install faceplates.

Children can suffer serous shock and
burmn injuries if they insert objects into
outlets.

Improperly operating outhets or switches
gy indicate that an unsafe wiring
condition exists. A loose scew holding a
wilre. o @ WorR out switch can fead to
electrical arcing, overheating, or a fire.

Unusuatly wamrn outlets or switches
maay indicate an unsme wiring
condition exists, such as a bose

ehec trical connecion that can starta
fire. {Somedimmer switches may
become warn during normal use,)

Loase-fitting plugs can couse
overheating and fires. A lbose

conne ciian cannot carry mudt current
without getting hot.

Exposedwiring is a shock hazard.
(Chikdren may stick objects inioan
ehectical outet that is not covered
wiith o plate.

Check Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) Protected Outlets

O Do youcheckall yourGFCI
outlets regularly?

All GFCl receptacles have a manual
TEST button and a RESET button. In
addition there is an LED that
indicates that there b power to the
receptacle.

Do you have GFC] outlets installed

in your:

O Kitchen-to serve countertops

00 Garage

O Locations within 1.8 m (6 ft.)
of outside edge of wet bar
sink, laundry or utility sinks.

O Alloutdoor receptacles.

MO: Test every GFCl once a month
according to manufacturer's
instructions.

If you do not have the instructions
follow this procedure:
1} Plug a light into the outlet and

turn it on.

% Pressthetest button. Did the
lightt go out? IF not, replace
the GFCL

3}  Pressthe resat button. Did the
light come back on? If not,
replace the GFC.

GFCls can prevent elecrocutions so
rriake sure they're working. The
Electrical Inspectorate Division

mandates the use of GFC
receptacles fior:
O Kitchens, {to serve courtertop
surfaces including islands and
eninsulas)
athrooms,
Outdoor receptacles
Laundry, utility, wet bar, and
similar sinks {an reo?acle
within 1.8 m [Sg] ofthe
outside edge of the sink)
Porches
Hydromassage bathtubs, Spas
and Het tubs
O Swimming Pools
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In the Kitchen

(" Check Counter Top Appliances

[ Are all counter top appliances
unplugged when not in el

[] Are all appliance comds placed
s they will not come in contact
with a hot surface (eg.oven,
range bumer, toaster) 7

[ Are all appliances loted away
firom the sink?

"/ (heck Large Appliances

[0 Have you ever received evena
slightt shodk (other than one
from static electridty) from amy
appliance?

[ Is the tap of, and area above,
the cooking ange free of

combustibles (eg. potholders,
paper, platic utensils)?

NO: Unplug when not in use.

NO: Reloate conds away from all
Iheat sources.

NO: Reloate away from the
sink area. If you @n't relocate
them, make sure the appliances
are plugged into GFC-proteded
outlets,

YES5: Do not touch the appliance
unitil it has been chedked by an
electridan. Turn the power off to
the appliance at the drcuit breaker.

NO: Remove all possible
combustibles.

Unattended, plugged-in appliances
AT Credie an Lnmne essary risk
offire.

Ciords can meltor burn from excess
heat. This can expaose wires,which
could lead to an elkectrical shode

or fire.

Mixing electricity and water can
resuft in ar electric shock or fire
hazard. Counter top appliances can
be accidentally knocked into the sink
or sprayed with wirter. Using a GFCI
reduces the chance of a senious shock
orelectrocution.

Ashock indicates an extremely
hazardous wiring condition. There
may bean intamal electrical short
arground faulk that could serously
injure sarneone who simply touches
the appliance.

Using the range area for storage of
combustibles may result in fires or




' . _

M =

In All Bathrooms

Check Small Electrical Appliances (hairdryers, curling irons, electric razors, etc.)

[ Are allappliances unplugged
when not in use?

[ Arean appliances in good
condition?

That is are they working the
same with no signs of damaged
wiring or parts? (smioke, sparks,
and ninisas, etc)

MC: Unplug all small appliances
when not in use

MO Discard or have repaired.

Evenwhen tumed off, plugged-in
electrical appliances may cause @
shock hazord if they fall into water.
Sometimes a wom switch may tum
on with no ane touching it

rreguiar o peration isq sign
ofdarnage to electrical parts.
Darnag ed appliances ain become a
shockor fire hazand.,

Check Electric Garden Tools (lawn mowers, hedge trimmers, weed trimmers, etc.)

[] Are all power cords in good
condition (e.g., no cradks,
exposed wires, etc)?

[] Are toals in good condition and
operating properly? Do they
function in a consistent manner
and show no signs of damaged
wiring or parts?

[ Are corded electric power
tools used around ponds or
other wet or damp areas?

NO: Have damaged cords replaced
by & qualified repair facility.

NO: Discand them, or have the
toals repaired by a qualified repair
fadility.

YES: Avoid using corded tools in
damp orwet locations. If a tool
gets wet, unplug it before touching
it. Letit dry thoroughly. If the tool
was immersed have it tested at a
qualified repair center before trying
touse itagain. Or use battery
powered tools if possible.

Damaged conds that have exposed
wires are shock and fire hazands,
especialy outdoors wien in contact
with moisture and the ground.

Fapower tool is not operating as
youwouldexpect, & is usually a sign
of darmage. Darnaged fools can
bemome a shock or fire hazard when
wiring, motors, or other electnical
parts begin to wearout or il

An electric tool in wa ter is o
potential electrocution hazard.
Even doute insulated tools can
becomedangerous ifthey get wet.
Using GFO protection can reduce
the risk of injury.



Check Extension Cords Used Qutdoors

O Are extensi on cords marked
spadifically for cutdoor use?

MNO: Replace with extension cords
marked for outdoor use.

[ Are 3-prong extension cords
sailable and baing used
with the grounded (3-prong)
plugs on outdoor products?

NO: Obtain 3-prong extension
cords with proper grounding
{3-prong plugs and three-slot

TRIHIDAD AND TOBAGO ELECTRICITY COMMIS SO
MHE 0N

Cords made fior indoor use will not
withstand the iemperature, humidity,
and mechanical stresses of outdoor use.
Indoor cords are more easily damaged
and could bacome fireor shock hazards
wihen wsed outdoovs.

Products with 3-prong plugs are designed
to koweer the risk of electric shook. Using a
3 prong product with a 2-prong
ertension covd efiminates the protection
and increases the ielihood of
elactrocution or fire i the tool has an
internal electrical fauwk,



